How to act if you notice a
Saimaa ringed seal when
moving on the water:
• Keep a sufficiently long distance. You need
binoculars for observing a seal.
• If you are taking photographs of the ringed seal, act in
a way that will allow the seal to remain on its rock also
after you have taken photos. Do not stay for long in the
vicinity of the stones where the seal lies.
• Upon noticing someone approaching it, the ringed seal
will move its head up and down. If it feels threatened, it
will dip its face and whiskers in the water. React to any
changes in the seal’s behaviour and leave the site if the
animal appears disturbed.
• Drive past the ringed seal at a slow and steady speed.
Avoid changing direction or making stops. The seal
will be more threatened by a boat coming straight
at it than one driving past it.
• When moving past the ringed seal, do not
accelerate your speed, as the wave behind
your boat will make the seal dive into
the water.
• Reduce your speed if you
notice a ringed seal in the
water. Be prepared to
dodge a seal surfacing
in front of your
boat.

Ringed patterns on stones take Saimaa ringed seals into account when boating
The pattern of ring-shaped marks on the coat of ringed seals enables the animals
to disguise themselves on the rocky shore, allowing them to often go unnoticed by
people. The ringed seal is in its element in the water. Young seals may be curious and
swim right to the side of your boat.
When moving on the water in early summer, you might come across a Saimaa ringed
seal laying on a rock. A ringed seal will not climb on a rock for fun, but is there due to
moulting. The sun will dry up its coat, which promotes the shedding of fur. Ringed seals
prefer not to dive into the water during moulting season, as this requires them to dry
their coat again, which prolongs the moulting period.

Let Saimaa ringed seals lounge undisturbed
When a ringed seal is lying on a stone, it must be left undisturbed. During moulting
season, a seal lying on a stone has been observed to react to an approaching boat at a
distance of around 250 metres. Once the boat is around 150 metres from the seal, the
animal will dive into the water from its stone.
There are notable individual differences between ringed seals, which means that some
animals are more timid than others. The stage of moulting has major influence on how
eagerly the seal will dive away from the stone. Later in the summer, ringed seals mostly
spend time on stones during night time.
You can watch a video on paying attention to Saimaa ringed seals when boating on Lake
Saimaa at the ELY Centre’s Youtube channel.
You can download this brochure on the website of the ELY Centre of South Savo
at ely-keskus.fi/etela-savo.
More information about the Saimaa ringed seal: metsa.fi/saimaannorppa Report your
ringed seal sightings at norppagalleria.wwf.fi

